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CLEARANCES (JUDY)
/-3 KENT

GIC INTELLIGENCE
CHRONO

1h July 1905

MEMORAIIDUM FOR;  Ixecutive Director-Canpiroller

BUBJIRCT : Hesponse to Sherman Kent's Meworanfum of 13 July 194
to Colonel white

i. This memorandum conteins a reccemendstion in peragragh 5.

2. 1 heve recd Sherman Kepi's wemorandun to you of 13 July 195
wherelin he reguests comment on the propriety or imgrepeiety of his
putting into print a preface to o reissue of his book, “Strategic
Intelligence. I have alsc read the proposed preface which is marked
“Preface to the Second Primting. A copy of the book in ouwr flles is
& second printing. The preface to the original book is dated 1 (otober
1988, The “NHote tc Second Printing is dated 1 Septexber 1050. It may
be that K. Bent is referring teo a tiird editiom.

3. The preface for the reprint ie of an entirely different nature
than that in the original Kent book. The coriginsl prefece wap ipstr.ction
al ag to what strategic intelligence ig, and informative ag to how intelli-
gence should de gathered, anelyged, olc., with an expression of gratitude
gleo to differeunt pecple who assisted Mr. EKemt in the prepuration of his
publiesticn. The propogsed prefece iz pore of & essny on the Cold wux,
pointing out the treachery of the Soviet Unlon and the success of the U.8.
and its allies in the intelligewce field in recognizing that threst and
keeping thelir govermments informed. M. Begt ia very frank in his criticism
of the Russian threat, the problems to intelligence crested by the newu
smerging neticngl stetes, and seems to defend the reissus of this 1043
bock when he says on page 9:

"This merely mesns thet there is a- wider groumd to cover,
and thet wheress much of the nev ground is less famllisr to us
thaa, sey, westeru Furope it is act so different tlLat the old
methodologlies will not work. In this respect the intellipgence
business is puch the seme enly @i bigger.”

¥Mr. EKent then on pages 11 on geds into the intelligence supplenents 1o

outer spsce, the use of sensors, computers, electronic dats machines,
etc., and on page 1% has this prophecy:
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"Wot sc long hence the ctudieus intelligence type will sit at
e fanclly vired desk and diul himself into central megnetic sud wmieru-
photographic 'library' files. :het be wents to reed will appesr on a
sort of IV ccope before Lig eyes.”

Begimning on poage 15 Mr. XKent quoies from General Orlov's “Hamdbock of
Intelligence and Guerrillas Warfere" in which Orlov reportedly mekes the
clain that eapionage, the technicue of purloining cther men's secret
documents, leads one “"surely to +hat ome wants to kmow.” Mr. Eent in
great detail srgues sgainst thig Soviet intelligence expert's premise.
Some intelligence experts may ngt sgree in the downgrading of espionuse
to the degres indlezted by Mr. ¥ent.

L. I velieve that CIA shog'd mot pass merely on the preface. I
think the entire book must be reviewed, If not, there may be ccusidersble
press comment of what CIA is todsy =nd whet Mr. Kent esays it should be.

It is very important, I believe, to mske thkis recheck because Mr. Kent
not only &iscusges his views of what the Agency should be structurelly
but alse gives his views as to Yo quelifieations of some of the top
personnel. The presemt Dirvector of CIA, it might be pointed out, weuld
net meet Mr. Kent's standarde a8 iven ou pege 100 of his book vhere Mr,
Xt states:

“In peradtting sn officer of the mrmad serwices Lo hold the
post the Aot gives CIA a militery sura. This mey tuwra cut to be
a positive disadventage, foar in aaking possible an secumniation
of militery wen at the top level, it will discourage the recruitwent
of profescicnally competent -iviliaps at vhat I have called the
coordinating level. ULet us not forget that the subject matter of
CIA's particulur brand of {nielligence is much closer to sc-celled
eivilien specislties than o ailifery,”

5. BReccpmendstions: 1) %ot MeJXent may wish to do scme revision of
hisz original work for the third editiouw;

2} That the preface for the new sdition be
suonlitad to the Stute Depertment for comment
apd recamendation because of its politiecsl
ccotent regarding forelgn governmenis.
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